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Adorn Mindfully. Support Artistry. Elevate Humanity. This is the motto behind ‘Tradespirit’, a mobile boutique 
and online store located in San Luis Obispo, California. It is Jen Chen’s vision to offer stylish and comfortable 
fashions for women of all ages that are made with quality, and with conscience.  
 
Jen left her unhappy career in the corporate advertising world in November of 2016 with a dream and faithful 
leap into the unknown. She had always dreamed of a boutique but as a single mother was hesitant to make 
any daring financial leaps until the timing was just right.  
 
In fall of 2016 Jen began her entrepreneurial journey by enrolling in the MCSC’S Women’s Business Center’s 
entrepreneurial training program called “Start, Run, & Grow Your Business.” This twelve-week course gave Jen 
the initial tools and courage to start navigating the waters of self-employment. By January of 2017, Jen was 
ready and launched her business, a mobile boutique and an online Facebook store named Tradespirit. 
Tradespirit was inspired by Jen’s solution to two big problems in the current fashion and retail industries; the 
harsh and often inhumane working conditions most imported styles are made in; and the carbon footprint it 
leaves to import them. She offers affordable, comfortable, and stylish clothes all ethically made in the USA. In 
addition, you can find jewelry, skincare and artwork for sale. These items are handmade from a collective of 
artists that she works with personally, and who abide by the Tradespirit theme of style, comfort, and 
consciousness.  
 
Jen’s favorite aspect of the business is experiencing first-hand the happiness of her customers and the 
opportunity to help them take pleasure in how they look. For Jen, the most difficult aspect has been the 
administrative side of running a business and the small, but necessary tedious tasks of staying organized. Her 
biggest challenge has been that of being a one woman show, wearing many hats, and still making sure the 
business grows. This is a common challenge for new business owners, but it is one she is overcoming well. 
With an initial investment of $15,000 and now working full time in the business, she is moving forward with 
success. Her sales continue to increase every month and she is looking forward to expanding the business and 
hiring an employee in the near future.  
 
 When asked if she could offer advice to other new entrepreneurs just starting out, it would be “lean into the 
fear and just do it”! She would advise them to take advantage of the resources available in the community to 
learn everything they can. Jen says, “The Women’s Business Center provided the foundational building blocks 
to my business success – thank you!” 


